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• A regular contributor to LNS, David 
Borgen is a law student at Hastings 
College in San Francisco. His story this 
week, “California Polls Shows Briggs 
Support in Tailspin” is a follow-up on 
the Briggs Initiative in packet 928. See 
page 1. 

• Washington, D.C. LNS correspon- 
dent and translator Peter Gribbin 
translated our story “Zimbabwe: Tales 
from the Mercenary Trade” from the 
French leftist daily Liberation. Peter 
also wrote a lively account of the mili- 
tant October 9 protest against Rhode- 
sian Prime Minister Ian Smith in 
Washington, D.C. In the past Peter 
has written for LNS on labor-related 
issues in the Washington area. See 
pages 2 and 5. 

• Our West German correspondent, 
Marta Luxenburg, has landed in the 
Tabor Community, a progressive 
Christian community in Wash., D.C. 
In this issue, Luxenburg has written 
“Reflections on the Killing of Willy 
Peter Stoll,” (page 5). Marta, 19, has 
written for LNS for a year, including 
first hand reports on repression of 
political activists in West Germany. 
Women’s papers may be interested in 
the first half of the Nicaraguan 
transcript (page 3) that Marta provided 
this week. 

• Wanda J. Ravernall, a new con- 
tributor to LNS, is a Black journalism 
major at Stanford University. See page 
2 for her report on a pro-choice action 
in her area by women fighting to retain 
abortion rights. 
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Collective Notes 

The Radical Bulletin Board, an old 
but recently neglected movement swap- 
shop, is making its reappearance this 
week. We hope to run the RMBB again 
on a regular basis, and encourage you 
all to send your notices concerning 
such matters as resource materials, 
staff or equipment needs, and impor- 
tant up-coming actions of national in- 
terest 

You may notice that this packet is a 
slim one. Our staff, too, is a slim one 
these days, despite the number of 
names which appear in the box. Some 
staff members are leaving, others are 
heavily involved in our typesetting 
operation, and still others, such as 
some of our comrades, are volunteers 
on a day-to-day basis only during 
crunch periods such as this one. These 
factors make it tough to keep up with 
our usual output— at least for the time 
being. Plus the change of season seems 
to have laid several staff members out 
this week. In any case, we’re working 
our hardest, and will keep sending as 
much material as we can manage. 
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Correction 

The first sentence in last week’s arti- 
cle “5,000 Condemn Racist New York 
City Policies” should read “call for 
a... drew an estimated 2,000 Black peo- 
ple... (Sorry for the tall tale.) 




New Jersey Nurses 
Strike for 13 Days; 
Psyche Out Hospital 
Administration 


By Liberation News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Nurses at New 
Brunswick, New Jersey’s Middlesex 
General Hospital ended a 13-day stike 
and returned to work on October 6 
with their first official union contract. 
They, like nurses who have struck 
within the past six months in Chicago, 
San Francisco, Seattle and Washington 
D.C., are beginning to view themselves 
as highly skilled workers rather than 
handmaidens to male doctors. 

But this is not all as nurses now 
realize that they can win some of their 
demands, if not all of them, by 
organizing and fighting for better 
working conditions and health care. 
And if recent strikes are an indication 
of times changing, in the coming 
months “Nurses on Strike” will in- 
creasingly make its way into newspaper 
headlines as nurses press for such 
demands as union recognition, input 
at decision-making levels and wage in- 
creases. 

Some of these demands were raised 
in New Brunswick when over 200 of 
the 249-member Local 1542 of the Pro- 
fessional Nurses and Hospital Person- 
nel began picketing Middlesex General 
at 7:00 a.m. on September 25 and kept 
up a determined vigil round-the- 
clock. “We were prepared to stay out 
as long as the hospital administration 
was unwilling to negotiate with us, 
nurse Nancy Levy told LNS. 

This degree of optimism was 
necessary in the face of growing ad- 
ministration control over the 
nurses — the only unionized workers at 
Middlesex. The major thorn in the 
nurses’ first contract was a provision 
requiring that they work on a sche- 
duled day off if a supervisor so 
demanded. “Nurses are the kind of 
people who are committed to the work 
they’ve chosen to do,” explained Levy. 
“If there’s ever a problem, say, a 
crunch in personnel, we do our best to 
cover for each other, even on our days 
off. For instance, last winter during the 
snow emergency, some nurses skiied to 
the hospital. It’s just that we feel the 
language in this contract is insulting.” 

Two other demands centered around 
a workable grievance procedure and 
wages. “We’re the ones who deal with 
the patients everyday,” sad Levy, “so 
it’s only logical that we should have 
some input at the decision-making 
level.” Though the demand for higher 
wages registered third in the contract 
dispute, it was, nonetheless, a critical 
issue: Nurses at Middlesex are among 
the worst paid in central Jersey with a 
starting salary (before the new contract 
was ratified) of $4.97 an hour. 

The nurses, who have received no 
raises or cost of living increases for the 
past two years, were asking for a 10 
percent increase this year and 10 per- 
cent for 1980. Other non-unionized 
workers were conciliated earlier in the 


year with a 5 percent increase, while 
the administration, alleged the nurses, 
deliberately hedged on their contract 
talks. “And it’s not as if the hospital is 
a non-profit institution struggling to 
balance its books,” Levy said. “Mid- 
dlesex made approximately $500,000 
last quarter.” 

Probably the most stunned party 
during the strike was not the nurses 
union — but the hospital administration 
itself. The nurses won a change in the 
“requirement provision,” to read, 
“employees shall be entitled to two 
days off in each 7-day period,” an 
“open shop,” allowing registered 
nurses the option of joining the union, 
a nurse practice council to make 
recommendations to the Director of 
Nursing, and an 8.5 percent wage in- 
crease for each of the following two 
years. 

Said an exultant Levy, “The ad- 
ministration really didn’t think we 
could do it. In the thirteen days we 
were out, no one who was at the strike 
vote crossed our picket lines. And there 
were a fair number of people who 
didn’t believe in striking. The strike 
vote wasn’t that spectacular. It was on- 
ly 150 to 80-something. But the women 
felt that since they were members of a 
group which had democratically decid- 
ed to take action, they would honor 
the outcome of the voting and stick 
together. That’s what shocked the 
hospital.” 

“This whole experience,” Levy 
summed up, “was absolutely worth- 
while. We had tremendous support 
from the New Brunswick community. 
The People’s Independent Coalition, 
the United Autoworkers, the Profes- 
sional Office Workers, the Interna- 
tional Union of Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers and several other 
unions backed us. And the Hungarian- 
American Athletic Club allowed us to 
use their office for strike headquarters. 
Yes, of course it’ll be difficult working 
with the nurses who went into work 
everyday. All in all, though, we’ll be a 
lot more prepared for contract talks in 
1981.” □ 


California Poll Shows Briggs 
Support in Tailspin 


By David Borgen 
Liberation News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) — The 
growing optimism of gay activists in 
California just got another shot in the 
arm: the latest California survey con- 
ducted by pollster Mervin D. Field 
shows pro-Briggs and anti-Briggs 
forces dead even. 

Californians will go to the ballot box 
on November 7 to vote on Proposition 
Six/Briggs Initiative, a proposal that 
school boards be required to dismiss all 
school workers suspected of ad- 
vocating or participating in “public 
homosexual activity.” 

Until recently, it was widely assumed 
that Prop 6 would win easily, ushering 
a new McCarthyism into America’s 


most populous state. The latest poll 
conducted in late September indicates 
that 45 percent would vote yes on Prop 
Six, 43 percent would vote no (12 per- 
cent undecided) if the election were 
held today. 

“Any continuation of the trend now 
in evidence,” Field predicted in the San 
Francisco Chronicle , “would result in 
a rejection of Proposition Six by elec- 
tion day.” 

“Vote No on Six” forces in San 
Francisco are elated. A Bay Area Com- 
mittee Against the Briggs Initiative 
(BACABI) spokesperson explained, 
“It shows that when people are 
educated as to what Briggs is, they turn 
against it.” 

Field had a similar theory: “It would 
appear that while the public may not be 
willing to endorse any special enhance- 
ment of homosexual rights, neither is 
the public willing to specifically deny 
homosexuals any of their civil rights 
because they speak about their sexual 
preferences.” 

A common explanation here for the 
dramatic reversal of prior support fro 
Briggs is the increasing number of in- 
fluential voices which have spoken out 
against the anti-gay bill, ranging from 
ex-governor Ronald Reagan— who 
may be eyeing the same gubernatorial 
seat as state senator Briggs — to Angela 
Davis, a member of the Communist 
Party. 

There are other explanations as well. 
Michael Ward of the California 
Outreach Group argues that “Briggs’ 
fatal mistake may turn out to be that 
he has gone too far. The dangers and 
fanaticism of Prop 6 are two apparent. 
Californians are suspicious of pushy 
right-wing fanatics and evangelical 
moralists.” 

Nor should vigorous efforts of gay 
rights supporters be overlooked. 
BACABI claims 100 percent labor en- 
dorsement with every labor union in 
California taking a public “No on Six” 
position. And outreach programs into 
Black communities have met with over- 
whelming success. Fields latest poll in- 
dicates that 64 percent of California’s 
Black votes intend to vote “no” on the 
initiative. Many Third World and 
working people of California have 
been able to see past the New Right’s 
homophobic hysteria to perceive Pro- 
position 6 as a threat to labor and civil 
rights in general. 

In spite of all this, Field cautions 
that “reliable predictions of the out- 
come next month are impossible from 
these two California Poll surveys par- 
ticular with so much time for cam- 
paign events to have their effect before 
voters go to the polls.” 

One such event was described recent- 
ly in New York’s Village Voice . 
According to the Voice , the Briggs 
forces are planning to run TV commer- 
cials shortly before election time by 
homosexuals and headlines will ask 
“Would you want this to happen to 
your children?” 

Neverless, with anti-Briggs activities 
continuing unabated throughout the 
state, “No on 6” forces now have good 
cause for optimism. □ 
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Wash. D.C.: 1500 Demon- 
strators Demand “Smith 
Must Go, Right Now” 


By Peter Gribbin 
Liberation News Service 

WASH. D.C. (LNS)—If Rhodesian 
Prime Minister Ian Smith thought he 
was welcome in the nation’s capital, he 
was wrong. Dead wrong. That theme 
was echoed by some 1,500 
demonstrators who converged on the 
White House October 9 to protest the 
visit to the United States by Ian Smith 
and Ndabaningi Sithole, two of the 
four leaders in Rhodesia’s interim 
government. For over an hour the 
crowd circled the block chanting 
rythmically, “Free Zimbabwe, Free 
Zimbabwe!” and “Smith Must Go, 
Right Now!” 

Smith and Sithole’ s visit is designed 
to gain Western support and recogni- 
tion for the crumbling interim govern- 
ment set up last March. But if the re- 
cent demonstrations across the street 
from the White House and downtown 
at the International Club are an indica- 
tion, Americans, especially Blacks, are 
deeply opposed to the tacit invitation 
that Jimmy Carter has extended to 
Smith and his ilk. 

But who could ever believe that 
right-wing organizations like the 
American Security Council, the 
Heritage Foundation, the American 
African Affairs Association and other 
corporate sponsors of Smith’s 
visit— the Marriot Corporation, Roy 
Rogers Restaurant and Coors 
Beer — had the “legitimate interests” 
of Blacks and other oppressed groups 
at heart when they pressured the 
U.S. government into granting Smith a 
visa? And though Carter has so far 
refused to meet Smith face-to-face, he 
has, in effect, given de facto support to 
Smith’s talks with right-wing con- 
gresspeople. 

Demonstrators heard Damou Smith * 
of the D.C. Alliance Against Racism 
and Political Repression speak of the 
need to transform the demonstration 
into more than an afternoon of pro- 
test. He emphasized that people can 
only carry on the struggle against the 
U.S. government’s support of apar- 
theid by building mass organizations in 
solidarity with liberation movements in 
southern Africa. 

Sylvia Hill, a member of the 
Southerly Africa News Collective, who 
recently returned from a trip to 
Mozambique, praised the demonstra- 
tors for gathering in such large 
numbers. She pointed out the real 
force behind the rally was not the 
groups and leaders who organized the 
event but the people who came out to 
voice their support for liberation strug- 
gles in southern Africa. “The groups 
and committees gathered here are no 
more than an administrative 
framework,” she said. 

At one point, Hill nearly lost her 
breath trying to name all the forces of 
U.S. imperialism and international 


finance capital responsible for allowing 
Ian Smith to enter this country. “The 
CIA and the IMF, who should be your 
natural enemies, are the ones aligned to 
defeat the independence movement in 
Zimbabwe. It is the IMF which forced 
Zambia to reopen its border with 
Rhodesia. ’’(Zambia is currently in 
hock to the IMF to the tune of $390 
million.) Closing out her rousing 
speech, Hill urged the poor people of 
the U.S. “to take themselves seriously 
because Jimmy Carter certainly 
doesn’t.” 

The spontaneous indignation which 
sprang from Smith’s visit was most 
pointed at a 6:00 P.M. demonstration 
outside the International Club in 
downtown Washington, where Smith 
was to have enjoyed his cocktail hour, 
courtesy of the Rhodesian Information 
Office (the RIO serves as a propaganda 
and lobbying effort for the outlawed 
fromer British colony.) Marching up 
from Farragut Square, over two-thirds 
of the afternoon’s demonstrators 
blocked both entrances to the building, 
tying up traffic and chanting so loudly 
that police warnings to disperse were 
drowned out. Plush limousines driving 
into the International Club’s 
underground parking lot were sur- 
rounded by the crowd, who beat the 
shiny car hoods with sticks. The 
passengers — if they were brazen 
enough to leave their windows 
down — were spit on. 

Faced with the prospect of getting 
billy-clubbed by helmeted policemen, 
demonstrators quickly formed a 
rotating circle, cleared the streets, and 
began a mass chant across the street. 
Soon the entrance of the International 
Club was blocked. Washington Post 
photographers were pelted with pen- 
nies as they tried to get close-up pic- 
tures of the demonstrators. 

On one occasion, the police tried to 
provoke the crowd by brandishing 
tear-gas shotguns and blocking off the 
street with armoured cars. This, 
however, did not deter the crowd from 
demonstrating peacefully for over an 
hour. And then— a cry of joy surged 
through the crowd when a speaker an- 
nounced that Smith had cancelled his 
appearance. (Subsequently it was 
learned that Smith was present at the 
club.) 

Aside from the demonstrations, 
Smith, who came to the U.S. to sell his 
internal settlement, has run into one 
nightmare after another. Perhaps the 
most blatant example of this can be 
found in an assessment made by Gar- 
field Todd, former Prime Minister of 
Rhodesia, who is also now in 
Washington D.C. Todd minces few 
words in describing just how successful 
the “quietly spreading” guerrilla 
movement is in Rhodesia. And as for 
Smith’s vogueish description of the 
guerrillas as “Marxist- led terrorists” 
who cannot match his own military 
force, Todd’s riposte is somewhat em- 
barrassing for Smith: The guerrilla 
leadership, he says, includes “some of 
the finest people we’ve got.” □ 


San Francisco Demonstrators 
Defend Abortion Rights 


By Wanda Ravernall 
Liberation News Service 

"If Men Got Pregnant, Abortion 
Would Be A Sacrament” 
—sign carried by demonstrator 

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal. 
(LNS)— Waving placards and chan- 
ting, pro-choice activists demonstrated 
peacefully in downtown San Francisco 
September 30. 

Jointly organized by the Committee 
to Defend Reproductive Rights, the 
National Women’s Political Caucus 
and the San Francisco chapter of the 
Nation Organization for Women 
(NOW), the event drew approximately 
300 demonstrators from all over the 
Bay Area. It was, according to Sylvia 
Weinstein, vice president of San Fran- 
cisco NOW, “probably the biggest 
demonstration for abortion rights in 
San Francisco in years.” 

The predominantly young, white, 
female crowd gathered at noon op- 
posite the Fairmont Hotel where Rep. 
Henry Hyde (R-Ill.) was scheduled to 
speak at an anti-abortion conference. 
Hyde is the author of the now- 
notorious amendment prohibiting 
federally funded abortions unless the 
woman’s life is in danger. 

The congressman was the target of 
many of the chants shouted by the 
demonstrators, although Weinstein ex- 
plained that they were not seeking a 
meeting or confrontation with him. 
“We just want Henry Hyde to know 
that the majority of people in this 
country support abortion rights. . .We 
[pro-abortion forces] are being 
defeated by legislation, both statewide 
and nationally. Legislators are claim- 
ing that they are personally and moral- 
ly opposed to abortion. I personally 
don’t feel that we have one moral 
legislator in either the United States 
Congress or in Sacramento.” 

In California, ‘pro-life’ groups have 
pressured the legislature to end Medi- 
Cal abortions, but such actions have so 
far been stayed by the Supreme Court. 

□ 


Right-Wing Arsonists Hit 
Chicago SWP Office 


NEW YORK (LNS)— The right- 
wing is alive and on the move. Any 
doubts that this is mere hype by left- 
wing sympathizers came to a grinding 
halt on October 3rd when the head- 
quarters of the Chicago Socialist 
Workers Statewide Campaign Com- 
mittee was set on fire by a self- 
professed right-wing anti-communist 
group. 

According to the Militant, the 
newspaper of the Socialist Workers 
Party, “Two white thugs dressed in ar- 
my fatigues came to 407 South Dear- 
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born Street and asked the elevator 
operator if the ‘commies* were still in 
the building.” They then broke down 
the door and torched the office. 
Substantial damage was done to the 
walls and furniture and thousands of 
pieces of SWP literature were 
destroyed. 

Vietnam Veterans Against Com- 
munists took credit for the attack. 
Later, the Vietnam Veterans made a se- 
cond call to the SWP, and threatened 
that the next time SWP members 
would be machine gunned and killed. 

The October 13 issue of the Militant 
reported that this is not the first time 
that the SWP and its election campaign 
had been attacked by right-wing 
organizations in Chicago. “In 1969 
and 1970,” writes the Militant, “the 
racist, anti-communist, para-military 
Legion of Justice carried out several 
violent attacks against the SWP, as 
well as other radical groups.” 

In 1975 a Cook County grand jury 
investigating police brutality revealed 
that the security section of the Chicago 
Police Department maintained a 
“close working relationship with the 
Legion of Justice.” In fact, one former 
member of the Legion testified in court 
that a Chicago police squad car provid- 
ed protection during one raid by sitting 
outside the SWP headquarters 
throughout the operation. 

So far, not one indictment has been 
handed down against the Legion or the 
police who cooperated with them. The 
SWP is currently in court seeking 
redress for those unlawful acts carried 
out by the Legion, the Chicago Red 
Squad and other police agencies. □ 


(For background information see 
packets 925 through 930 j. 

Nicaragua: 

Two First-Hand Accounts 
of Somoza Atrocities 

Liberation News Service 

Editor’s Note: While representatives 
of Nicaragua’s Broad Opposition 
Front negotiate with President A nasta- 
sio Somoza Debay le, Nicaragua’s Na- 
tional Guard has bombed numerous 
cities and countryside towns along the 
western coast . In many cases , these 
cities and towns now amount to no 
more than vast piles of rubble . 
Homeless children trample through the 
debris searching for food, clothing and 
momentos; surviving mothers mourn 
daughters and sons shot at point-blank 
range by National Guardsmen with 
Somoza ’s sanction . 

What Somoza hopes to accomplish 
is by now impossible to regain: a return 
to the relatively less tumultuous days 
before the Sandinistas stormed the Na- 
tional Palace in late August, taking 
1,500 government figures hostage for 
44 hours . This was the event which 
sparked a general strike by the national 
bourgeoisie which continues to this 
day, as does the current civil war which 
has hit Nicaragua’s poor and working 
class the hardest. 

Below are two accounts of recent 


events in Nicaragua as told to a nurse 
working in northern Costa Rica. The 
accounts are those of Maria 
Magdalena, a woman who lived in 
Nicaragua and fled to Costa Rica to 
escape National Guard brutalities, and 
Pedro Maria, a priest living in 
Nicaragua since 1970. Hundreds of 
refugees have poured into Costa Rica 
only to be met by U. S. -supplied 
helicopters which regularly strafe the 
border in hopes of ferreting out San - 
dinista strongholds. 

These accounts were translated by 
members of the Tabor Community, a 
progressive Christian group in 
Washington, D.C. 

NEW YORK (LNS)— My name is 
Maria Magdalena. I lived in Penas 
Blancas in a little house down by the 
spring. Eleven of us were attacked 
there for the first time by nine planes. 
There were bombers, two small planes, 
an army plane, several helicopters. We 
ran out under a rain of bombs and fire. 
Fear filled us, and we ran with nothing 
but our very souls. All the neighbors 
ran, too. When we got to the border, 
we heard that they bombed way inside 
Costa Rica, far from the border. The 
poeple received us with open arms. 
They embraced us and said they were 
our brothers. They told us not to 
worry. 

Then the border guards came and 
told us to leave immediately. They 
spoke to us in cruel, vulgar language, 
saying they would blow us to bits. You 
can imagine that they were serious. We 
were between Nicaragua and Costa 
Rica, but they took us to Customs on 
the Nicaraguan side. There we ex- 
perienced terrible panic. Bombers flew 
over us. It seemed as though the river 
was boiling, what with bombs drop- 
ping all around us and bursts of 
machine-gun fire everywhere. We were 
told that the Customs house would be 
bombed, too, with us inside because 
there were Sandinistas nearby. But 
there was no one there except for the 
people who had made that area their 
home. We tried to look for protection 
but outside the streets were engulfed 
with fire. 

The border patrol brought us to a 
Red Cross station and identified us as 
Sandinistas. And then there was more 
bombing. Two Costa Rican Red Cross 
workers were killed. A truckload of 
young boys was parked outside, but 
fortunately the boys threw themselves 
to the ground before the bomb hit the 
truck. 

Masaya is completely destroyed. 
There’s nothing left. The women there, 
some of them little girls, were raped. 
National Guardsmen tied them up and 
did with them whatever they wanted. 
They stuffed the women’s mouths with 
rags, raped them, and then shot them. 
Those brutes yelled, “Damn you, 
bitch! You received the Sandinistas 
with open arms, but you don’t love us, 
do you?” 

There was one little engaged girl, 
and she wore a ring. “Please, for the 
love of God,” she begged, “don’t do 


anything to me. I’m getting married.” 
The guardsmen said, “What bitch?” 
They shot her three times in the breast. 

Another little girl from San Juan 
was in the street, and they bombed her. 
Her arms and legs were scattered 
throughout the street. And next they 
killed a poor old man. He was 
machine-gunned until there was 
nothing left but his bones. 

It didn’t matter if people were old, 
children, men or women — everyone 
was a potential target. That’s how Sa- 
quat, Masaya, Leon and Esteli became 
a shambles. We almost lost Rivas, too, 
but the Sandinistas arrived just in time 
and usurped two National Guard 
planes, and then two more in Penas. 
But everything else was completely 
flattened. 

* * * 

Pedro Maria 

This is how I was: I had nothing but 
the clothes on my back. I walked 
towards Customs at the Costa Rican 
border and presented myself to im- 
migration. As I began to tell my story, 
a young woman who was attending me 
said, “I’m poor, but you have a place 
here. You can eat with us and rest 
here.” All the refugees streaming into 
Costa Rica are poor. They are prime 
examples of what the Somoza dynasty, 
the Somoza tyranny, has done to the 
Nicaraguan people. People have 
become thorougly marginalized, living 
on less than the bare essentials. Still, 
everyone is convinced that the situation 
in Nicaragua cannot last. You should 
hear how people talk: “We’ve had 40 
years of suffering, pain and misery, 
Father. We do not want to continue 
with this miserable, sad situation which 
all Nicaraguans are suffering.” For 
me, this is a Biblical re-enactment of an 
oppressed people. 

You could argue that only a minority 
are living through this oppression. But 
that’s not ture. Everyone has been hit 
by Somoza’s vicious, iron will. You’ll 
see many coming from all the frontiers 
in Nicaragua. Many are fleeing from 
the southern border and many 
thousands more from the north. All 
are looking for a peace they have rarely 
known. They seek a more dignified 
way of being human beings and living 
together. 

Nicaraguans are a struggling people 
now, all fighting for Nicaraguan 
liberation. To me this is beautiful. 
All— the upper classes included— have 
united behind the vanguard Sandinista 
Liberation Front. I’m convinced that 
people first tried peaceful means to 
change their lives, to oust Somoza. But 
when a government is blind, and 
chooses not to see its people, and, in 
fact, refuses to listen to their cries, then 
we have lost every possibility of 
dialogue, and more important, we have 
lost the possibility of a peaceful resolu- 
tion. 

Sometimes Somoza tries to get 
tender and he says, “I’d like to engage 
in dialogue, I’d like to meet with the 
oppositon.” But this is a lie. The only 
thing Somoza wants is to stay in power 
and he’ll do that at any cost. Somoza 


Page 3 


(mi) 


LIBERA TION News Service 


October 13, 1978 


more... 


has a tremendous thirst for power. I 
agree with what Monsignor Obando, 
the Archbishop of Managua, said: 
“Somoza is not a Christian; he is a 
great Pharisee.’ ’ 

Somoza’s National Guard is not an 
army in the service of the Nicaraguan 
people. It operates solely at Somoza’s 
command, and the guardsmen know 
this. They are not struggling for any 
idea, and the Guard itself realizes that 
the people reject them. These are 
desperate times, and people are filled 
with anger — and that is why peaceful 
dialogue is no longer one of our op- 
tions. □ 

(Thanks to Marta Luxemburg for ac- 
cess to this transcript) 



Steven Biko’s Family 
Refuses NAACP Award 


NEW YORK (LNS)— The family of 
the late Steven Biko, co-founder of the 
Black Consciousness Movement in 
South Africa who was tortured and 
killed by South African police last 
September, has turned down an award 
from a U.S. Black civil rights organiza- 
tion and requested that it be given to all 
Blacks in South Africa. 

The Biko family had been selected to 
receive the World Humanitarian 
Award of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). U.S. Congressman Andrew 
Maguire, who arrived in Kings 
Williams Town to make the presenta- 
tion, turned the award over to Malusi 
Mpulnwana, a friend of the Biko fami- 
ly. He, in turn, will hold it in safekeep- 
ing for Kenneth Rachidi, detained 
former president of the Black People’s 
Convention. Biko helped establish this 
organization which has since been ban- 
ned by the South African government 
as are nearly all organizations em- 
phasizing Black consciousness and self- 
determination. 

Nontsikelelo, Biko’s wife, declined 
the honor in the name of the South 
African struggle against apartheid. “I 
cannot accept it, as Steven’s work was 
designed to benefit the entire South 
African Black community. And if he 
has been given an award for that work, 
the people he was working for should 
derive that benefit.” □ 

(Thanks to the African Mirror, Oc- 
tober 1978 for this article). 
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From: Rochester Patriot 
215 Alexander St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14607 

Wanted: a managing editor for the 
Rochester Patriot , a semi-monthly 
newspaper featuring local investigative 
reporting, consumer news, and non- 
rhetorical coverage of progressive and 
community issues. Duties: mostly in- 
vestigative reporting, some editing, 
layout, working with volunteers. Sub- 
sistence pay and health benefits. Send 
resume, writing samples. 

From: FOIA Litigation Book 
Project on NS&CL 
122 Maryland Ave., N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

Two organization with extensive ex- 
perience in Freedom of Information 
Action (FOIA) law — the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the FOI 
Clearinghouse of the Center for the 
Study of Responsive Law — are offer- 
ing the 3rd edition of a manual for at- 
torneys. This revised edition represents 
the pooled expertise of the organiza- 
tions on FOIA law and will be a 
valuable reference manual for in- 
dividuals’, groups’, journalists’ and 
progressives’ attempts to dislodge 
government records. 

Prepaid prices on the book are $20 
per copy for attorneys, libraries, 
government and institutions; $6 per 
copy for non-profit public interest 
organizations, law students and law 
faculty. Make checks payable to Pro- 
ject on NS&CL. 

From: Working Women United In- 
stitute 

593 Park Avenue 
N.Y., N.Y. 10021 
(212) 838-4420 

Working Women United Institute is 
opening an Information and Referral 
Service to help victims of sexual 
harassment on the job. Through the 
service, WWUI will see victims of sex- 
ual harassment on the job on a one- 
time basis to help these women 
evaluate their problem and assess their 
options. The service will also provide 
referrals to appropriate agencies if 
follow-up is needed, and will offer con- 
tinuing group support for sexual 
harassment victims. Contact WWUI 
for information or to let us know 
about any relevant service your 
organization might provide on referral. 

From: Committee to End Sterilization 
Abuse 

P.O. Box A244 — Cooper Sta- 
tion New York, N.Y. 10003 
(212) 246-2320 

The Committee to End Sterilization 
Abuse(CESA) has published a 
Spanish/English brochure, “Steriliza- 
tion: What You Need To Know Before 
Making A Decision,” with important 
facts for women and men considering 
sterilization or who have been sterilized 
without their knowledge or consent. 
The brochure can be obtained by mail- 
ing a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to CESA. Contributions will be ap- 
preciated. 


From: Stop Banking on Apar- 


theid/AFSC 
2160 Lake St. 


(415) 494-0355 


San Francisco, Cal. 94121 
Stop Banking on Apartheid, the 
California branch of a world-wide 
movement to stop bank loans to South 
Africa, plans to leaflet at least 500 
branches of the Bank of America 
November 17, calling on patrons to 
boycott the Bank of America until it 
ceases making loans to South Africa. 
The Bank of America has been chosen 
because it has over $200 million in 
loans to South Africa. Volunteers and 
donations are needed. For information 
on the nearest activities or to send con- 
tributions, contact us. 


From: The Africa Fund 

305 East 46th Street 
N.Y., N.Y. 10017 

A 1979 South Africa Freedom 
Calendar is now available from the 
American Committee on Africa, in 
cooperation with the United Nations 
Center Against Apartheid. Each \2Vi x 
22 inch monthly poster was selected 
from the entries in the first nation-wide 
anti-apartheid poster contest. Each is 
reproduced in its original vivid colors. 
To order a $5 postpaid calendar, or 
for more information on quantity 
discounts, contact the Africa Fund. 


From: International Defense and Aid 
Fund for Southern Africa 
2 Amen Court 
London, EC4M 7BX 
England 

Recent raids by the Rhodesian Smith 
regime into Mozambique are entirely in 
character for the white Rhodesian 
government. A new publication “Zim- 
babwe— The Facts About Rhodesia” 
shows why this is so. Our book sets 
out the basic facts of white minority 
rule in a concise and readable form; 
shows how the government has sup- 
pressed Black African nationalist 
organizations; includes detailed infor- 
mation on the strength and composi- 
tion of the Rhodesian security and 
counter-insurgency forces; covers the 
history of the liberation movement up 
to the formation of the Patriotic Front 
and has a chronology of British at- 
tempts to create a constitutional settle- 
ment. 


From: People’s News Service 

182 Upper St. 

London N1 England 

Some important U.S. government 
documents are available to interested 
parties through People’s News Service 
in Britain. These documents originate 
from the U.S. National Security Coun- 
cil— the supervisory body for the CIA, 
the National Security Agency and all 
other U.S. government intelligence 
gathering bodies. They pertain to all 
parts of the world from the Truman 
Presidency to the present and have not 
yet been analyzed due to their sheer 
size. A 33-page index listing the titles 
of all the documents can be obtained 
for 3 pounds (approximately $6 U.S.) 
including costs for postage and copy- 
ing. 
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(See graphics . For background infor- 
mation see packets 922 and 930.) 

Zimbabwe: 

Tales of the Mercenary Trade 


By Elio Comarin 
Liberation News Service 

SALISBURY, Zimbabwe (Libera- 
tion/LNS) — Observers here in 
Britain’s last “rebel” colony are saying 
that Rhodesia is slowly but surely 
following the bloody path traversed 
three years ago by Angola and four 
years ago by Mozambique. In fact, the 
situation in Rhodesia as I see it, is ever- 
worsening. A certain number of more 
or less disciplined armies, mainly under 
the direction of the “moderate” na- 
tionalist leaders within the country 
who, after having signed the internal 
settlement last March with Prime 
Minister Smith, today find themselves 
abandoned both by whites and those 
few Black Africans to whom they 
could appeal only a few months ago. 

Thanks to the combined efforts of 
the guerrillas fighting against Smith’s 
forces, it is clear that from now on the 
Patriotic Front (PF) of Joshua Nkomo 
and Robert Mugabe is the only group 
which can emerge victorious in this 
long war. The liberation forces, which 
in the coming months will number 
close to 20,000, plainly has the upper 
hand at the moment as all government 
efforts at peace have collided head-on 
with insurmountable difficulties. 
Nevertheless, one factor will alter this 
situation: the separate attempts at 
negotiating a settlement by Nkomo, 
president of ZAPU and co-president of 
the PF, and Mugabe, president of 
ZANU. 

These initiatives, which could take 
on greater magnitude in coming weeks, 
have not only deepened the existing 
difference between ZAPU and ZANU 
but have also caused profound divi- 
sions among the five “front-line” 
states (Mozambique, Angola, 
Botswana, Tanzania and Zambia) 
which for many years have watched 
over the future of Rhodesia as well as 
of southern Africa. 

Last but not least, Great Britain and 
the United States, due to the 
underhanded diplomacy of David 
Owen and Andrew Young, have failed 
up to this point to concretize their idea 
of an all-parties peace conference in- 
cluding the Patriotic Front, the three 
internal leaders (Muzorewa, Chirau, 
and Sithole) and Ian Smith. Between 
these different forces, the possibility of 
reconciliation is not likely. 

To all this, add one unknown factor: 
what will white Rhodesians do in the 
event of a military victory by the 
Patriotic Front? Hereafter, a good 
number of them will flee the country 
much more rapidly than they have up 
until the present (more than a thousand 
per month). But now there are signs 
that a very small minority of 
“desperados” hell-bent on defending 
“the country and the West” will stay 
right up to the very end. These die- 


hards probably feel a stronger sense of 
mission as more and more “colons” 
(colonialists) are refusing to fight. This 
explains why Smith has had to turn 
much more openly towards 
4 4 foreigners” — read mercenaries — to 
carry on an increasingly viscious war. 
From now on, mercenaries will com- 
prise 54 percent of the soldiers fighting 
in Smith’s army. 

Between Glory and Adventure 

At a restaurant in Salisbury, a few 
mercenaries tell their perverse life 
stories and explain what motivated 
their choice of profession. I ask one: 
Are mercenaries fascists? 

“You know,” he answers, “there 
are a lot of them here. All those who 
either had a number of warrants out 
for their arrest in Italy for having par- 
ticipated in attempted coups or who 
were implicated in a fascist crime had 
no choice. They took the route which, 
passing through Spain, brought them 
here where, for the most part, they 
ended up in the army.” 

Seated around this table, each and 
every one of them describes himself as 
apolitical or simply as an anarchist in 
search of adventure. There is no end to 
their racist attitudes about Black 
Africans. Apparently, the death of 
Black people matters little: to them, 
Smith’s Rhodesia is engaged in a war 
and a “just” war at that. Besides, they 
make fun of those Italian fascists who 
came here to find once against the last 
glory of fascist rule in Italy. On the tips 
of their tongues is one fascist in par- 
ticular — FM. 

Pursued by the police in Italy for his 
participation in the Borghesia coup 
d’etat, in the span of a few years this 
man managed to amass half a dozen 
warrants world-wide for his arrest. To 
tell the truth, FM never did anything to 
avoid the warrants for his arrest: 
whenever the police asked him about 
his work, he would respond that he was 
in the midst of preparing something 
with his far-right friends. He never 
denied his activities, even going so far 
as to invent crimes just to bathe 
himself in glory. During this time, he 
developed a special fondness for 
military medals, especially for those of 
the Third Reich and the era of 
Mussolini. 

Involved in the flea market business, 
FM was able to embark for Rhodesia 
with many medals; his bags were cram- 
med with military uniforms. Once 
there, his connections with the interna- 
tional far- right gained him a rapid pro- 
motion in the heart of Smith’s army. 
Happy with his new rank of sergeant in 
a true “anti-communist” army, FM 
dreamt of one thing alone: to lead a 
commando operation against Zambia. 
(In fact, the Rhodesian authorities 
assisted FM by stationing him on the 
shores of Lake Kariba on the Zambian 
border). 

Outfitted in the uniform of the Third 
Reich, FM and his men boarded an in- 
flatable raft and took off for the 
assault on Zambia, via Lake Kariba. 
Once on the other shore, they mounted 
some mortar fire and started to ham- 


mer away at a Zambian village. All of 
this without any authorization by the 
Rhodesian army. Innocent civilians 
were killed but not a single 4 4 terrorist” 
was found, all of which served to ag- 
gravate further relations between Zam- 
bia and Rhodesia. 

However, the incident was hushed 
up by the two sides, and FM was strip- 
ped of his rank: a week later he was no 
longer a sergeant. “Since his demo- 
tion, he has never stopped planning for 
another go at it with his close 
buddies,” one of the mercenaries con- 
cluded. 

Another very blonde “foreigner” 
comes and sits down at our table. In 
his country it is forbidden to fight in 
foreign wars, so we will simply call him 
John. 

John says he feels at home in 
Rhodesia. A member of the special 
commando force charged with “com- 
ing into contact with terrorists”, his 
mission consists of killing 4 4 terrorists”. 

This latter term is a catch-all for the 
guerillas of the Patriotic Front, as well 
as for those who harbor them in their 
villages and those who refuse to “talk” 
when interrogated by Smith’s soldiers. 
John brags a great deal about all of 
this. 

A mercenary’s salary being a little 
more than modest, he like other 
foreigners has found a way to sell an 
item which at the moment is in great 
demand by certain whites of southern 
Africa and especially by the Boers of 
South Africa: the ears of “terrorists.” 
They have become a trophy that 
Smith’s mercenaries can sell to South 
Africans for U.S.$100 a piece or 
U.S.$150 if it is accompanied by a 
ringlet of “native” hair. “Now,” John 
tells me, “I no longer look for the ears 
of terrorists. What I want are the ears 
of whites.” 

“I don’t understand what you’re try- 
ing to say.” 

“What I meant to say was the ears of 
Cubans. I am sure that they [the South 
Africans] will pay a lot for them but 
first I want one for myself,” he says, 
laughing, which even provokes a bit of 
teeth-grating among his colleagues. 

An officer appears at the door of the 
restaurant. Ten years of service has 
given him name without equal among 
his peers. He is perhaps the most 
famous foreigner in Smith’s army, now 
numbering more than three thousand 
young men who know how to fight, 
especially now that the white children 
in this country are no longer willing to 
risk their necks for nothing, an old 
hand tells me. 

The End is in Sight 

The leader’s arrival is accompanied 
by a switch in the conversation: from 
the military domain to the political. As 
the farce of internal order becomes 
more and more tragi-comic, white 
Rhodesia’s days are definitely 
numbered. Further, as the guerrilla 
struggle grows in strength — hardly 
reason for disillusionment among the 
mercenaries — free, democratic elec- 
tions become increasingly improbable. 
The provisions of the settlement pro- 
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long white minority control over the 
economic and political structure; for 
example, the civil service, the 
judiciary, the police and the military 
will remain under white minority rule. 
And nearly one third of the new 
100-seat assembly are reserved for 
whites for at least a ten-year 
period— which means each white vote 
would carry more than nine times the 
weight of a Black vote. 

Elsewhere, with December 31st peg- 
ged as the date of formal in- 
dependence, it is difficult to imagine 
how Smith is gong to lead Rhodesia’s 
250,000 whites out of the impasse. 

Besides, what will become of the 
three nationalist leaders who signed the 
accord with Smith in March of this 
year? Will they go away with Smith the 
day the “terrorists” take power? Will 
they become superfluous, eliminated 
or tried in a courtroom? Is a civil war 
between the external leaders (Nkomo 
and Mugabe) and those now inside the 
country (Muzorewa, Chirau and 
Sithole) inevitable? 

As these paid foreigners see it, 
Rhodesians themselves, especially 
those who still do not see the gravity of 
the situation, are to blame for not 
acknowledging Rhodesia’s political 
and military decline. Moreover, from 
this point on, everybody knows that 
the flight of whites is more than a 
thousand per month. But this figure 
does not take into account those who 
leave Rhodesia for a “vacation” in 
Europe, and who will not return to 
Rhodesia,, until the situation there 
becomes Bearer and calmer. 

Neither do statistics account for the 
30,000-50,000 Rhodesians who are try- 
ing in vain to transfer their bank 
holdings overseas. Which is to say that 
there are three to four times as many 
people preparing to leave. But the 
economic future of the majority of 
those asking for transfer of holdings 
appears rather bleak. At the moment, 
there is not one bank in the whole 
world that will exchange Rhodesian 
dollars for Western currency. In early 
September, for example, South 
African banks decided against ex- 
changing Rhodesian money. “For the 
time being there’s too much [Rhode- 
sian dollars in circulation] . Perhaps in 
a couple of months we’ll be able to ex- 
change again,” is what they tell you at 
all the bank windows in Johannesburg. 
In addition, every Rhodesian who has 
made up his or her mind to leave can 
only take along U.S.$1000 at October’s 
exchange rate. 

Finally, and this is what is constantly 
on the minds of Rhodesia’s paid 
gunmen, the salary they risk their 
necks for is somewhere between $300 
an d $500 a month. They are assured 
food and lodging at the army’s ex- 
pense, but at the end of the month 
there’s hardly any money left. And, 
they say, it’s not worth their while to 
save Rhodesian dollars. So they spend 
what they can — on the theatre, pro- 
stitution and some purchases on the 
black market (especially precious 
stones). 

But for some Rhodesians the situa- 
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tion is quite different as it becomes 
more and more evident that a very 
small minority of privileged 
people— essentially those who are in 
power around Smith— have been able 
to make a neat profit off the difficult 
times. By securing substantial funds 
from abroad (Great Britain, 
Switzerland and South Africa) 
especially by investing in foreign real 
estate, these high priests of minority 
rule — like Vietnam’s Thieu and Cam- 
bodia’s Lon Nol — may, if they’re 
lucky, reach the other side unscathed. 

As for Smith, he has sold his Rhode- 
sian properties, among them a very 
large farm, in order to buy another in 
South Africa. Nevertheless, he took 
the care to put it under his wife’s name. 
But secrets are only kept for a couple 
of days here in Rhodesia, a little nation 
the size of its European population. □ 


(See graphic.) 

Reflections on the Killing 
of Willy Peter Stoll 


By Marta Luxemburg 
Liberation News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS)— On 
September 6, 1978 Willy Peter Stoll 
was killed by police in Duesseldorf, 
Federal Republic of Germany (FRG, 
or West Germany). Stoll had been on 
the “most wanted” list of the 
Bundeskriminalamt (comparable to the 
FBI in the U.S.) as a “dangerous ter- 
rorist”. Only a few days later, one 
other “terrorist” was killed in a shoot- 
out with police forces, one was wound- 
ed, one imprisoned, and one escaped. 

Media coverage in the weeks follow- 
ing Stoll’s killing has been remarkable. 
After analyzing the commerical Ger- 
man media coverage of the killing, the 
left bi-weekly Arbeiterkampf conclud- 
ed, “There is an attitude in the 
establishment media in the FRG (and 
most recently after the ‘suicides’ of 
Stammheim Prison this became clear) 
which approves of lynch laws for ter- 
rorists, which approves shooting of 
captured terrorists as soon as they are 
arrested.” 

The actual case: Stoll was sitting in a 
restaurant in Duesseldorf. Two 
plainclothes policemen came in, pro- 
bably alarmed by a person who 
recognized Stoll from the picture on 
the wanted list. There are several ver- 
sions of what happened after that. 
Police sources claim that Stoll tried to 
pull his gun to shoot the policeman 
and, threatened by that, the police 
killed him in “self-defense. ’’Another 
version, much less favorable to the 
police, states that one policeman pur- 
posely asked Stoll for a match, wanting 
to misinterpret Stoll’s taking out the 
matches as taking out a gun. 

In any case, the FRG media 
celebrated the killing. A well-known 
right-wing paper, Bild Zeitung 
cheered: “With the Stoll case the police 
has achieved its biggest success in the 
fight against terrorism... The sanity of 
a person who wants to discuss whether 
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the killing was correct,” it editorializ- 
ed, “has to be quesitoned. ,,f 

The Hamburger Morgenpost (a daily 
with a more or less Social Democrat 
line) reprinted pictures of all the “ter- 
rorists” who have been killed so 
far— by police or by “suicide” or lack 
of medical treatment in prison— with 
the headline “These Are the 18 German 
Terrorists”. On the same page, in ex- 
actly the same way, the Hamburger 
Morgenpost printed pictures of “ter- 
rorists” who are still alive. The 
headline read “These Are Still Free.” 

Another paper, Die Welt , interview- 
ed West Germans in the streets and 
quoted such comments as “This killing 
is the best news in a long time. The 
murderers (terrorists) have to be totally 
eliminated.” Another quote cheered 
the fact that Stoll had been murdered 
on the spot rather than imprisoned like 
other accused terrorists. “That was 
good,” the person commented. “This 
case won’t cost us any more money.” 

Die Welt , like the Bild Zeitung, is 
owned by Axel Springer, an openly 
reactionary publisher who owns 
roughly one third of the newspapers 
and magazines published in the FRG. 
According to the first issue of CIA In- 
sider published in Switzerland, Die 
Welt is used as a front by the CIA, with 
several of the paper’s writers on the 
CIA payroll. 

Whether the attitude towards killing 
of suspected terrorists expressed in 
these papers is already common in the 
FRG is a debateable question. 
Undeniably, though, the media 
coverage does its part towards making 
the attitude more common. 

Even worse than the newspapers 
have been comments made by govern- 
ment and police spokespersons. Short- 
ly after Stoll was killed in the state of 
Nordrhein Westfalen, for example, the 
state’s Minister of Interior, Hirsch, an- 
nounced that the two policemen 
responsible would be promoted (while 
the incident would go uninvestigated). 
Commented Guenter Schroeder, Presi- 
dent of the “union” of police in Nor- 
drhein Westfalen: “This case proves 
that the German police has reached a 
high level of training. It can be taken as 
a model case in the school books for 
the police”. FRG Minister for Interior 
Gerhard Baum likewise expressed his 
delight at the incident. Meanwhile not 
so much as one critical voice was heard 
from the government. 

All the while this mentality of 
“the terrorists deserve nothing else but 
being killed; trials and prisons cost 
money” is being fostered, the popula- 
tion is being encouraged to participate 
actively in the carnage by reporting 
everything “unusual”. In the week 
following the killing of Willy Peter 
Stoll, the Duesseldorf Police Depart- 
ment reported receiving 1,600 calls of- 
fering “information about terrorists”. 
And in the same week about 1,800 
-private apartments and houses were 
searched by the police. 

Denunciations are popular again. 
Everybody is supposed to be an active 
cop. No doubt this creates a fine at- 
mosphere for “democracy. ” □ 
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End of September Poll 
on Anti-Gay Briggs Initiative 
(by Pollster Mervin D. Field) 


Late Late 
September August 


Statewide 

Area: 

San Francisco Bay Area 
Other Northern California 
Los Angeles/Orange Counties 
Other Southern California 

Registration: 

Democrats 

Republicans 

Others 

Unregistered 

Political Ideology: 

Liberal 

Middle-of-the-road 

Conservative 

Sex: 

Male 

Female 

Age: 

18-24 

25-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60 and older 
Education: 

Less than High School 
Completed High School 
1-2 years college/trade school 
3-4 years college 
5 or more years college 

Religion: 

Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Jewish 
Other 

No religious preference 

Ethnicity: 

White 

Black 

Latino 

Children in household 
No children in household 


Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

45% 

43% 

61 % 

31% 

36 

50 

57 

38 

52 

36 

68 

21 

40 

46 

57 

34 

55 

36 

66 

26 

36 

50 

54 

38 

57 

32 

70 

22 

50 

43 

70 

24 

52 

36 

60 

30 

29 

59 

51 

45 

46 

37 

51 

34 

49 

35 

72 

20 

45 

44 

61 

34 

45 

43 

60 

29 

40 

50 

54 

39 

41 

53 

54 

39 

44 

45 

53 

38 

47 

42 

62 

27 

47 

43 

68 

26 

48 

32 

72 

20 

51 

33 

65 

25 

52 

33 

65 

22 

46 

44 

61 

34 

39 

51 

56 

39 

26 

61 

49 

46 

48 

39 

69 

25 

51 

38 

62 

26 

15 

78 

26 

68 

38 

51 

67 

28 

36 

54 

41 

55 

45 

43 

62 

32 

23 

64 

41 

44 

52 

40 

63 

28 

51 

38 

61 

30 

40 

47 

60 

33 
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German repression cartoon 

Poll on anti -gay CREDIT: Arbeiterkampf/LNS 

Briggs Initiative 

in California SEE STORY PAGE 6. 

Credi t : San Franci sco 
Chronicle/LNS 


SEE STORY PAGE 1 
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Capitalism cartoon 
CREDIT: Parker/Carillon/LNS 


#931 


A drum workshop given by Terry 
Quaye, an English woman, at the 
2nd annual International Women's 
Festival (Vrouwenfestival ) held 
in Amsterdam September 20-24, 

1978. The festival brought, 
together several thousand women 
from a number of countries to 
share ideas, opinions and ac- 
ti vi ties „ Themes expl ored on 
the three nights (out of five) 
open excl usi vely to women i n- 
cluded the place of women in 
Dutch society, lesbian women, 
and the international women's 
movement. 

{ Thanks to Shelley Cohen for 
this information ) . 

PHOTO CREDIT: Toni Tye-Walker/ 

LNS 

LIBERATION News Service 
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Nurse drawing 
CREDIT: Peg Averill/LNS 

SEE STORY PAGE 1. 
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Southern Africa map. 

CREDIT: LNS 

COULD GO WITH STORY PAGE 5. 


October 13, 1978 the end 
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